FAQ – Nominating candidates for GRETA membership

Resolution CM/Res(2013)28 on rules on the election procedure of the members of the Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA), as amended by Resolution CM/Res(2026)3, sets out the requirements for candidates for GRETA membership.

Who is eligible for nomination?

Pursuant to Rule 3, GRETA members sit in their individual capacity and are expected to be independent and impartial. This does not mean that civil servants or persons otherwise employed in the public sector cannot be elected. However, persons holding decision-making positions as regards defining and/or implementing policies in the field of action against trafficking in human beings in the government or another organisation or entity, which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to membership of GRETA, shall not be eligible.

How much time must be devoted to being a GRETA member?

Pursuant to Rule 4, GRETA members have to be available to serve GRETA effectively, i.e. have sufficient time and capacity to be involved in GRETA's activities. GRETA currently meets in plenary three times a year, each time for 5 days, usually in March, June and November. These meetings take place in Strasbourg. In addition, each GRETA member takes part in one or two evaluation visits to different countries parties to the Convention, which usually last around 5 days each. GRETA members may also be asked to attend other meetings, conferences or training events according to their availability and specialisation. This means a workload of between one month and six weeks per year. GRETA members who have professional activities in their countries must organise their professional life in a way which makes them available to attend GRETA’s plenary meetings and other activities.

Is GRETA membership remunerated?

Work for GRETA is remunerated according to the Council of Europe rules and procedures. GRETA members are entitled to €367 per day of meeting (or visit) to cover their expenses for the hotel and meals, and €168 per day of meeting/ visit as “homework allowance” for preparing for the meeting/visit, reading documents, preparing questions or presentations. Travel time (to and from meetings/visits) is remunerated at the rate of €199 per day.

What expertise/experience is required to be a GRETA member?

In terms of expertise, in order to effectively fulfil their functions, GRETA members must possess professional experience in the areas covered by the Convention. Having direct experience from working with victims of trafficking, be it in the victim identification process, providing assistance or investigating/prosecuting trafficking cases, is an asset. Candidates are expected to have a good command of at least one of the official languages of the Council of Europe (English or French), and a passive knowledge of the other language is desirable.

